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Confucius Temple & Imperial College (p40)

ing this place must have 
looked. 

Best Historic 
Hútòng
Nanluogu Xiang Buzz-
ing with bars, cafes and 
restaurants, but 800 years 
of history behind it.

Guozijian Jie Home of 
the Confucius Temple 
and now a great spot for 
a coffee. 

Mao’er Hutong Long 
favoured by senior of-
ficials; Wan Rong, the last 
empress of China, grew 
up here. 

Zhonglouwan Hutong 
Many imperial eunuchs 
retired around here. 

Dashilar Ancient shop-
ping street.

Dazhalan Xijie The 
centre of old Peking’s 
red-light district. 

Leo Courtyard The 
fantastic courtyard house 

smartest brothel. 

Jiansuo Zuoxiang Mao 
Zedong lived here be-
fore he became China’s 
chairman. (p120)

Best Imperial 
Temples
Temple of Heaven Em-
perors came here twice 
a year to pray for their 

Confucius Temple 
Where mandarins studied 
the classics.

Wànshòu Temple 
Favourite spot for an 
imperial tea break. 

the mall- and skyscraper-dominated CBD and 

imperial roots. But for all the changes wrought 

is still very much tied to old Peking: the city of 
emperors, mandarins and concubines, and their 
courtyard houses, hútòng and palaces.

Beginnings
The 

-

hútòng

-

Hútòng Evolution
Hútòng -

hútòng

-
hútòng 

-

Best Palaces & 
Royal Residences
Forbidden City You can’t 
really miss this one, can 
you? 

Summer Palace The 
Qing emperors’ version 
of a holiday home, on a 
huge scale.

Lama Temple Originally 
the home of a prince who 
got promoted to emperor. 

Prince Gong’s Resi-
dence This compound 
was so nice that the 
youngest son of Em-
peror Qianlong pinched 
it (after executing the 
owner).

Song Qingling Former 
Residence The father of 
Puyi, China’s last em-
peror, lived here first. 

Old Summer Palace 
The saddest imperial 
sight; wander the ruins 
and muse on how amaz-

Best

Worth a 
Trip

Fragrant Hills Park 
(

 summer/

 h  
g331, b

bus 331)

-

Azure 
Clouds Temple (

 adult 
 h8am-4.30pm)
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Don’t Miss
Hall of Benevolence & Longevity
The main building at ground level, this hall (

; Rénshòu Diàn) sits by the east gate and houses 
a hardwood throne. Look for the bronze animals 
that decorate the courtyard in front, including 
the mythical qílín ( ; a hybrid animal that ap-
peared on earth only at times of harmony).

The Long Corridor
Awesome in its conception and execution, the 
Long Corridor ( ; Cháng Láng) is absolutely un-
missable. It stretches for over 700m and its beams, 
walls and some of the ceiling are decorated with 
14,000 intricate paintings depicting scenes from 
Chinese history and myths, as well as Chinese 
literature’s classic texts. Your neck will ache from 
all that staring upwards, but the pain is worth it.

Longevity Hill
The slopes of the 60m-high Longevity Hill (

pavilions, all arranged on a north–south axis. The 
most prominent and important are the Buddhist 
Fragrance Pavilion (  and the 
Cloud Dispelling Hall ( ; Páiyún Diàn), which 
are connected by corridors. Awaiting you at the 
peak of the hill is the Buddhist Temple of the 
Sea of Wisdom ( . On a clear day, 

Three-quarters of the palace complex is made up 
of the shallow  (
Hú), which was modelled on the famed West 

moored on the northwestern shore, note the 
nearby Qing dynasty boathouses and the Gate 
Tower of the Cloud-Retaining Eaves (

y Top Tips
 

 

 
-

 

5

Salang-Bang

Isshin Japanese Res-
taurant

The splendid regal encampment of the Summer 

former playground for the imperial court fleeing 
the insufferable summer torpor of the old impe-
rial city is a marvel of landscaping: a wonderful, 
over-the-top mix of temples, gardens, pavilions, 
lakes, bridges, gate-towers and corridors. Packed 
with stunning individual sights, it’s a fine place 

the views from here are some of the best in all 

, Yíhé Yuán

o Map p104, A1

ticket ¥20, through ticket ¥50, 
audio guide ¥40

h7am-7pm, sights 8am-5pm 
summer, 8.30am-4.30pm 
winter

bXiyuan or Beigongmen
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Long Corridor in the Summer Palace

Top 
Summer Palace

Summer Palace 101100
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New York. It’s now the 
quirky and fun 

 (p).

5
Keep walking east and 
you’ll pass a domed 
building on the corner 
of Zhengyi Lu and 
Dongjiaomin Xiang, 
once the Yokohama 
Specie Bank. You could 
grab a bite at the old 
French post office, now 

restaurant Jìngyuán 

to the 
 (p). The main 

gate, at No 15, is a large 
red entrance guarded 

by a pair of stone lions 
and impassive security 
guards.

6
The twin spires of the 
Gothic St Michael’s 
Church rise ahead at 
No 11, facing the green 
roofs and ornate red 
brickwork of the old 
Belgian Legation. It’s 
still a working church 
and always busy at 
Easter and Christmas.

7
Stroll north along Tai-
jichang Dajie and hunt 
down the brick street 

sign embedded in the 
northern wall of Tai-
jichang Toutiao, carved 
with the old name of 
the road, Rue Hart. On 
the north side of Rue 
Hart was the Austro-
Hungarian Legation, 
south of which stood 
the Peking Club.

8
At the north end of 
Taijichang Dajie, across 
busy Dongchang’an Jie 

Hotel, housed in a 
building that dates to 
1900.

2
Tucked away to the southeast of 

5

1

Start your walk at the 
symbolic centre of 
the Chinese universe, 

 (p).

2
Leaving the square, 
cross the road and 
climb the 16 steps into 
Dongjiaomin Xiang, 
once known as Legation 
St. The red-brick build-
ing next to the Tian’an 
Hotel at No 39 was the 
former French Hospital.

3

A little further on, 
through a grey-brick 

 on your right, 
stands the elegant 
former Legation Quar-
ter. Formerly the US 
embassy until 1949, and 

residence of the Dalai 
Lama, it has now been 
converted into a trendy 
restaurant zone.

4

Further along on your 
right is a building with 
massive neo-classical 
pillars, the erstwhile 
address of the First 
National City Bank of 

# #

D NGCHÉNG

FORMER
FOREIGN
LEGATION
QUARTER

Changpu River
Park

Oriental
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Ti n' nmén
Square

Steps leading
to Dongjiaomin
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rates by as much as 50%. 
Don’t be shy about asking 
for a discount.

Useful Websites

 Lonely Planet (www.
lonelyplanet.com/china/
beijing) Author recom-
mendations and online 
booking.

 Ctrip (www.english.
ctrip.com) Good for dis-
count hotel reservations.

 China Homestay 
(www.chinahomestay.
org) Local families who 
host guests.

Best Budget

 Red Lantern House 
West Yard (www.redlan-
ternhouse.com) Charm-
ing guesthouse in the 
middle of hútòng-land.

 Qiánmén Hostel (www.
qianmenhostel.net) Her-
itage hostel and traveller-
friendly favourite.

 Nostalgia Hotel (www.
sgmbhotel.com) Budget 
cool, and on happening 
Fangjia Hutong.

 Three-Legged Frog 
(%010-6304 0749) 
Crazy name, but decent 
rooms around a cute 
courtyard.

 Feel Inn (%010-6528 
7418) Simple, small and 
clean, with a great loca-
tion close to major sights.

Best Midrange

 The Orchid (www.theo-
rchidbeijing.com) Tasteful 
rooms at this peaceful 
courtyard hotel.

 
Hotel (www.jingshangar-
denhotel.com) Tranquil 
guesthouse with big 
rooms and views of 

  (www.
graceland-yardhotel.com) 
Stylish and located in the 
grounds of an abandoned 
500-year-old temple.

 City Walls Courtyard 
(www.beijingcitywalls.
com) Quiet and a 
fabulous, hidden hútòng 
location.

  (www.duge-
courtyard.com) Exquisite 
designer courtyard hotel; 
only six rooms.

Best Top End

 St Regis (www.stregis.
com/beijing) Sumptuous 
in every way and fantastic 
restaurants.

 Temple Hotel (www.
thetemplehotel.com) 
Unique and serene, on 
the site of a former Bud-
dhist temple.

 Courtyard 7 (www.
courtyard7.com) Im-
maculate rooms and a 
winning hútòng location.

 Opposite House Hotel 
(www.theoppositehouse.
com) Striking building 
and top-drawer trendy.

 Park Hyatt (www.
beijing.park.hyatt.com) 
Designer luxury, great 
views, super service.

Arriving in 

y Top Tip For the best 
way to get to your accom-
modation, see.

Capital Interna-
tional Airport

 The Airport Express (
 

way ¥25) links Terminals 2 
and 3 at Capital Airport to 

at Sanyuanqiao station 
(Line 10) and Dongzhi-
men station (Lines 2 
and 13). It’s a 30-minute 
ride into town. Frequent 
trains depart Terminal 3 
from 6.21am to 10.51pm; 
Terminal 2, 6.35am to 
11.10pm. Note that the 
subway service runs til 
around 11pm.

 There are 10 dif-
ferent routes for the 

Book Your Stay
y Top Tip During the 
three major Chinese public 
holidays, hotel prices jump 
dramatically and accom-

Book ahead.

 
handiest area to stay in for 

North Cháoyáng are also 
popular.

 For a hotel with real 

for the growing coterie of 
courtyard hotels, mostly 
located in traditional 
hútòng neighbourhoods.

 
number of chain hotels; 
they are bland but cleaner 
and more modern than 
the many old-school two- 
and three-star hotels.

 
the best English and their 
visitor information and 
tours are generally supe-
rior to other hotels.

 Outside of the peak 
tourist season, many 
hotels slash their listed 

 Winter (Nov–Mar) 
Below freezing tempera-
tures and sometimes 
snow. Air pollution can 
be bad. Far fewer visitors 
in town, so sights are 
crowd-free.

 Spring (Apr–May) 
The short spring is pleas-
ant, but tourist numbers 
start to increase.

 Summer (Jun–Aug) 
Very hot and humid; 
hotels are booked out 
and the main sights are 
packed.

 Autumn (Sep–Oct) 
Clear skies; the best 
weather of the year. 
Crowds of domestic 
visitors descend on the 

October.

Survival 
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Lama
Temple

Forbidden
City

Temple of
Heaven
Park

798 Art
District

Summer
Palace

Tiān'ānmén
Square

Běihǎi
Park

Pānjiāyuán
Antique
Market

Běihǎi Park & 
Xīchéng (p000)
The parks at the heart of 
this historic district are 
some of Běijīng’s 
favourite playgrounds.

Top SightsE
Běihǎi Park

Temple of Heaven 
Park & Dōngchéng 
South (p000)
Some of the finest 
Peking duck restaurants 
in the city, excellent 
shopping and one 
stunning temple.

Top SightsE
Temple of Heaven Park

The Summer 
Palace & Hǎidiàn 
(p000)
Glorious gardens and 
parks are just a hop 
away from the hip 
student hang-out of 
Wǔdàokǒu.

Top SightsE
Summer Palace

North Cháoyáng
(p000)
Avant-garde art at the 
buzzing 798 Art District 
and cool cocktail bars in 
Sānlǐtún.

Top SightsE
798 Art District

South Cháoyáng
(p000)
Home to Běijīng’s
best markets, as
well as cutting-edge 
architecture.

Top SightsE
Pānjiāyuán Antique 
Market

Worth a Trip
Top SightsE

The Great Wall (p000)
Hútòng (p000)

The Forbidden City 
& Dōngchéng North 
(p000)
Imperial palaces, parks, 
hutong, hip bars and 
restaurants; this 
neighbourhood has it all.

Top SightsE
Forbidden City
Tiān'ānmén Square
Lama Temple

Neighbourhoods  1918
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A Night Out on 
Ghost Street 

 restaurants
 nightlife

For a close-up look at 
how Beijingers treat 
their restaurants as party 
venues, take a trip to 
buzzing Ghost Street one 
evening. The restaurants 
here are always jammed 
with locals doing what 
they do best: eating, 
drinking and making 
merry in as big and noisy 
a group as possible.

Step Back in Time 
in Dashilar 

 ancient alleyways
 shopping

A great area to get lost 
in, Dashilar and its sur-
rounding hútòng offer 
a genuine taste of old 

of the most historic 
shops in the city and 
absorb the atmosphere 

neighbourhood.

Sip Cocktails in 

 bars
 nightclubs

Brush off the dust from 
the palaces and temples 

-
ful people in the nightlife 

you can drink and 
dance the night away 

sophisticated bars and 
clubs.

Shop Like a 
Beijinger

 markets
 shops

blood flowing more 
than haggling over an 
accessory, ornament or 
latest must-have item of 
clothing. Shopping is an 

the markets and shops of 
South Cháoyáng are the 
places to practise it.

-

Other great places 
to experience the 
city like a local: 

Local Life

Local Life  1312

For more information, 
see Survival Guide ()

Currency
Rénmínbì (Yuán: ¥)

Language
Mandarin

Visas

country. All visitors to China, except for 

Money

restaurants and shops.

Mobile Phones

SIM cards are cheap and easy to buy.

Time

Plugs & Adaptors

current is 220V/50Hz. 

Tipping

Most travellers arrive at 
 (www.en.bcia.com.

system via the Airport Express train. Interna
tional arrivals by train are at either the main 

Station.

A
International Airport

Destination  

the CBD
Airport Shuttle Bus 

Airport Express

Airport Express, then 
subway

Airport Express, then 
subway

Airport Express, then 
subway

A At the Airport
 

up a temporary drivers licence (at terminal 
3) and hire a car. The Airport Express and Air
port Shuttle buses leave from both terminals. 

Getting Around

Another alternative is to do as the locals do 

b Subway

5am to 11.30pm on most lines.

H Cycling

at numerous places around town and are 
hútòng 

able than on the main roads.

K Taxi

taxi drivers are honest and will use their 

J Bus

Your Daily Budget
Budget less than ¥400 

  Dorm bed ¥60–¥80

  Eat street food and in local restaurants

  

  

Midrange ¥400–¥850 
  Standard double room ¥350–¥450

  

  Travel by taxi

  

Top end over ¥850 
  Room in a courtyard hotel ¥700–¥1500

  Dine in the best Chinese and international 

  

Useful Websites
Lonely Planet (www.lonelyplanet.com/china/

The 

Wild Wall (www.wildwall.com) All about the 

Advance Planning
Three months
Two months Get your visa, start research

One month Reserve your hotel.

Before You GoNeed to 
Know

Need to Know  1716

20,000 bikes available 
at 500 kiosks around 
town. It’s a ¥200 deposit; 

after that a bargain ¥1 
per hour.

Taxi
y Best for… long jour-
neys and late at night.

 Taxis ( ; 
) are every-

can be a problem during 
rush hour, rain storms 
and between 8pm and 
10pm, when people are 
heading home after 
dinner.

 Flag fall is ¥13 for the 

¥2 per kilometre. Driv-
ers also add a ¥3 fuel 
surcharge. Rates increase 
slightly at night.

 Few drivers speak 
English; have the name 
and address of where 
you’re going written down 
in Chinese characters. 
Always remember to 
keep your hotel’s busi-
ness card on you so you 
can get home at the end 
of the night.

 
are honest. If they refuse 
to use the meter ( ; 

another one.

 Taxis can be hired for 
out-of-town trips like the 
Great Wall, but you will 
have to agree a price (but 
not pay) beforehand.

Bus
y Best for… travelling to 
places not on the subway.

 
; ) are 

numerous and go every-
where. Tickets cost ¥2.

 Non-Chinese speakers 

get from A to B success-
fully. It’s best to have your 
destination written down 
in Chinese characters to 
show the bus conductor, 
who can tell you where to 

 
journeys are slow, and 
they are always packed.

Essential 
Information

Discounts
 Children under a certain 

height (normally 120cm) 
get in free or for half price 
at sights, as do seniors 
over the age of 65.

 
or an ISIC card (www.
isiccard.com) and you 
may get into sights for 
half price.

Electricity
 Electricity is 220V/50 

you’ll see up to four dif-
ferent sorts around town. 
Adaptors are available to 

airport shuttle bus (
). 

Buses leave from all three 
terminals and run 5am 
to midnight. Tickets cost 
¥16 one way. Line 1 runs 
to the CBD and South 
Cháoyáng. Take Line 
3 for Dongzhimen and 

 A taxi (using its meter) 
should cost ¥80 to ¥100 
from the airport to the 
city centre, including the 
¥15 airport expressway 
toll; bank on it taking 40 
minutes to one hour to 
get into town. Ignore taxi 

cab from the taxi rank 
outside the terminal. 
Have the name of your 
hotel written down in 
Chinese to show the 
driver, as very few speak 
English.

Station
 International trains 

from Mongolia, North Ko-
rea, Russia and Vietnam 

Station (
Zhàn), the capital’s main 
terminus, which is on 
Line 2 of the subway.

Train Station
 Trains from Hong Kong 

West Train Station (

which is on Line 9 of the 
subway.

Around

Subway
y Best for… getting 
around the city quickly 
and safely.

 -
tem is massive, modern, 

safe and ever-expanding. 
There are currently 15 
lines, all numbered.

 Trains run from 5am 
to 11.30pm, tickets cost 

¥3–7 for a single journey, 
depending on how far you 
are going.

 To recognise a subway 
station ( ; 

) look for the subway 
symbol: a blue English 
capital ‘D’ with a circle 
around it.

Bicycle
y Best for… exploring 
the hútòng and central 

 Renting a bike (
; ) is a 

great way to get around 

especially the hútòng.

 Be aware that cars will 
not give way for bikes.

 Most hostels rent bikes, 
typically for ¥30 a day 
for a standard town bike. 

 (

  %  
 81 

 h  
b  is a 
good place to rent better-
quality bikes and helmets. 
Many places around the 

for ¥10 an hour, ¥200 
deposit.

 By the time you read 
-

ing scheme will hopefully 
have been extended to 
include foreigners: 

Travel Cards
You can get a travel 
card ( ; 

) 
for the subway for 
a ¥20 refundable 
deposit. It won’t 
make your journey 
any cheaper, but 
you avoid having to 
queue for tickets. 
And it will get you a 
60% discount on all 
bus journeys inside 

220V/50Hz

 Essential Information  145144  Survival Guide

QuickStart 
Guide
Your keys to under-
standing the city – 
we help you decide 
what to do and how 
to do it

Survival 
Guide
Tips and tricks 
for a seamless, 
hassle-free city 
experience

Top Sights
Make the most 
of your visit

Need to Know
Tips for a 
smooth trip

Getting Around
Travel like a local

Local Life
The insider's city

 Neighbourhood s
What’s where

Essential Information
Including where to stay

The Best 
of Běijīng
The city’s 
highlights
in handy lists 
to help you plan

Explore 
Běijīng
The best things to 
see and do, 
 neighbourhood  by 
 neighbourhood  

Best Walks
See the city on foot

Běijīng’s Best…
The best experiences
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Our selection of the city’s best places to 
eat, drink and experience:

1 Sights

5 Eating

6 Drinking

3 Entertainment

7 Shopping

These symbols give you the vital 
information for each listing:

% Telephone Numbers
h Opening Hours
p Parking
n Nonsmoking
i Internet Access
W Wi-Fi Access
v Vegetarian Selection
E English-Language 
 Menu

c Family-Friendly
# Pet-Friendly
g Bus
f Ferry
m Metro
b Subway
t London Tube
j Tram
d Train

Find each listing quickly on maps 
for each  neighbourhood :
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Musée du

Louvre

Quatre
Septembre

Musée du
Louvre
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 For reviews see
   Top Sights p104
   Sights p112
   Eating p113
   Drinking p114
   Entertainment p115
   Shopping p116

1

28 The Louvre  & Les Halles

02a-explore-the-louvre.indd   28 19/08/2011   11:08:57 AM

Bar Hemingway 
16 6 Map p233, B2  

Legend has it that Hemi
self, wielding a machine
liberate this timber-pan
upholstered bar during W
the Ritz’s showpiece is a
photos taken by Papa an
martinis in town. Dress 
(www.ritzparis.com; Hôtel Rit
Vendôme, 1er; h6.30pm-2a

Kong

02a-explore-the-louvre.indd   33 19/08/2011   11:09:12 AM
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Lonely Planet’s 
Běijīng
Lonely Planet Pocket Guides 
are designed to get you 
straight to the heart of the city. 

Inside you’ll find all the 
must-see sights, plus tips to 
make your visit to each one 
really memorable. We’ve split 
the city into easy-to-navigate 
 neighbourhood s and provided 
clear maps so you’ll find your 
way around with ease. Our 
expert authors have searched 
out the best of the city: walks, 
food, nightlife and shopping, 
to name a few. Because you 
want to explore, our ‘Local Life’ 
pages will take you to some 
of the most exciting areas to 
experience the real Běijīng.

And of course you’ll find all 
the practical tips you need for 
a smooth trip: itineraries for 
short visits, how to get around, 
and how much to tip the guy 
who serves you a drink at the 
end of a long day’s exploration.

It’s your guarantee of a 
really great experience.

Our Promise
You can trust our travel infor-
mation because Lonely Planet 
authors visit the places we 
write about, each and every 
edition. We never accept 
freebies for positive coverage, 
so you can rely on us to tell it 
like it is.

00-prelims-pk-bei4.indd   30-prelims-pk-bei4.indd   3 3/12/2015   12:00:18 PM3/12/2015   12:00:18 PM



QuickStart
Guide 7
Běijīng Top Sights .................8
Běijīng Local Life ................. 12
Běijīng Day Planner ............14
Need to Know ...................... 16
Běijīng Neighbourhoods .... 18

Explore
 Běijīng  21

Worth a Trip:
Hútòng .................................................48
The Great Wall .................................... 112

Temple of Heaven Park & 
Dōngchéng South

The Forbidden City & 
Dōngchéng North

Běihǎi Park & Xīchéng

North Cháoyáng

South Cháoyáng

The Summer Palace & 
Hǎidiàn

50

22

58

74

88

98

00-prelims-pk-bei4.indd   40-prelims-pk-bei4.indd   4 3/12/2015   12:00:29 PM3/12/2015   12:00:29 PM



The Best of
Běijīng 117
Běijīng’s Best Walks
Tiān’ānmén Square & 

Foreign Legation Quarter .....................118
Forbidden City &  

Dōngchéng Hútòng .............................120
Hòuhǎi Lakes ........................................ 122

Běijīng’s Best …
Temples ................................................. 124
Parks & Gardens .................................. 126
Museums & Galleries ...........................127
Imperial Běijīng .................................... 128
Modern Architecture ...........................130
Markets ..................................................131
Shopping ............................................... 132
Tours ...................................................... 133
Food .......................................................134
Drinking & Nightlife.............................. 136
Entertainment ...................................... 138
For Kids ................................................. 139
For Free .................................................140

Survival
Guide 141
Before You Go  ...................142
Arriving in Běijīng  .............143
Getting Around  ................ 144
Essential Information  ......145
Language  ..........................150

C
H

R
IS

T
O

P
H

E
R

 G
R

O
E

N
H

O
U

T/G
E

T
T

Y
 IM

A
G

E
S

 ©

00-prelims-pk-bei4.indd   50-prelims-pk-bei4.indd   5 3/12/2015   12:00:31 PM3/12/2015   12:00:31 PM



01-quickstart-pk-bei4.indd   6-quickstart-pk-bei4.indd   6 3/12/2015   11:59:08 AM3/12/2015   11:59:08 AM



Skyline of Běijīng’s central business district
BJDLZX/GETTY IMAGES ©

Běijīng Top Sights .......................................................8

Běijīng Local Life ...................................................... 12

Běijīng Day Planner .................................................. 14

Need to Know ............................................................ 16

Běijīng Neighborhoods ............................................ 18

Welcome to 
Běijīng

 Běijīng is where China’s distant past and super-charged 
present collide in glorious fashion. Extraordinary imperial 
palaces and sublime temples mingle with stunning new 
architecture, while wonderful restaurants and great shop-
ping also await. But above all, Běijīng fizzes with a compel-
ling and unique energy befitting the capital of the world’s 
newest superpower. So what are you waiting for?

QuickStart 
Guide

7
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Forbidden City 紫禁城 (p24)
 Walk in the footsteps of emperors at this utterly unmissable complex that con-
tains the best-preserved collection of ancient architecture in all of China.
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